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November 2025 Newsletter

Your Giving Matters

From the Interim Head of School

Thanksgiving….indeed, an appropriate time for all of us here at Houghton Academy
to express our sincere appreciation to all of you friends and alumni who have so
generously given to support the Academy this year. We daily thank the Lord for you,
not only for your gifts but for your prayer support as well.
In the October newsletter we noted total giving was at $281,000. The total as of 11/21
is now $420,906 of the $850,000 needed for this year. Individual gifts range from $5
to $100,000 and we thank the Lord for each one. Along with these gifts have come
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many notes of encouragement.
The Academy will be participating in Giving Tuesday this year. Please be in prayer for
this outreach to bring new donors as well as gifts. (See related article.)
Our students continue to do well and are enjoying the challenges presented to them
each day. A few have enjoyed that wonderful first-time experience of seeing snow.
You will see a glimpse of their activities in the accompanying photos.
As we are humbly grateful this Thanksgiving for the Lord’s many provisions, we are
fully aware of the challenges ahead. Costs need to be controlled and giving and
guidance from beyond those of us on campus needs to continue, all undergirded with
prayer. Jeremiah 33:3 “…. call unto me.”
May God bless each of you this Thanksgiving season.
Sincerely,
Philip G. Stockin

Donate here

NEW!
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Text to Give 

(585) 440-9124

Giving Tuesday is almost here!

Houghton Academy will be participating in an international day of philanthropy,

#Giving Tuesday, on December 2nd. Following Black Friday and Cyber Monday,

#Giving Tuesday is a chance for us to move away from the materialism surrounding

the holidays and take a moment to think about the organizations that impact us and

how we can support them during this busy time of year.

Houghton Academy is striving to raise money to strengthen Christ-centered education

and support every student who walks through our doors. And for #Giving Tuesday
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only, the first $15,000 in gifts will be matched dollar-for-dollar—doubling your impact.

We ask that you not only prayerfully consider a gift but also that you share our social

media posts and email messages with others who have benefited from or align with

the mission of our school

Every gift matters. Every gift helps our students. Live. Learn. Love. Lead.

Thank you for supporting Houghton Academy!

Julie Palmer

Board of Trustees

What's Happening at Houghton Academy

Academic Updates
Our Math and Science teacher, Mrs. Mulema, shares that her Chemistry students are
investigating the properties of oxygen by generating a sample of pure oxygen gas
from the decomposition of potassium chlorate using manganese (IV) oxide as a
catalyst. After collecting the gas, they will calculate the experimental percentage of
oxygen produced and compare it to the theoretical percentage based on the
stoichiometric equation. This comparison will allow them to determine the percentage
yield and percent error for this reaction.
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Mr. Ayub teaches Apologetics, Science, and Math. In his Apologetics class, students
are reading I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist by Norman L. Geisler and
Frank Turek. They explore and discuss topics like atheism, agnosticism, theism, and
pantheism. Students will soon complete an assessment on these terms and other
major ideas discussed during the course.
After Houghton’s first snow, Mr. Ayub’s Geometry class celebrated in a unique way by
watching a short video from the John 10:10 Project entitled Jewels of Winter, which
beautifully illustrates how our Creator God has intelligently designed the countless
geometric patterns found in snowflakes. The video provided a wonderful connection
between science, faith, and the beauty of God’s creation.

In Spanish classes, students do a Kahoot! at the beginning of every class on topics
as varied as bull-fighting, Spanish pronouns, or the verb tener. The Kahoots get very
competitive and the winner receives a gift certificate to the Senior Store. This year,
our combined Spanish II & III classes are beginning to read challenging Spanish texts
about things like national parks in Costa Rica, legends from Spanish history, and the
economics of Tierra del Fuego.

Activities
We wrapped up the month of October with a fun-filled Halloween Party! Students

enjoyed activities such as pumpkin carving, cornhole, and glow-in-the-dark

badminton. To finish off the night, everyone went trick-or-treating from classroom to

classroom.

National Candy Day, Progressive Dinner Night, and World Kindness Day were

some of the highlights this November. To kick off the month, students were greeted

with a sweet surprise of baggies of candy with a Bible verse tucked inside.

Then on November 8th, generous families from the community opened their homes to

our students for a night of delicious homemade food. Each class gathered together to
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share various foods at two different houses and then finished the night with dessert at

the Academy. 

World Kindness Day was celebrated during Chapel with special activities focused on

encouraging kindness. After a message from Student Council President Jack Jordan,

each grade formed groups and visited stations including a board where students

could write and post ideas for showing kindness, photos with whiteboards for writing

thoughtful messages to friends, and a paint station where students decorated rocks

with uplifting words and phrases. It was a meaningful time of fellowship and a

powerful reminder of the importance of showing kindness to others.
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Upcoming Events
Wednesday, December 10th at 7pm, Houghton Academy is having its Christmas
Concert. HA Middle Schoolers, Choir, Worship Team, and Recorder Ensemble will be
featured as well as Houghton University’s Chamber Singers. Please join us!
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Creative Arts Club

Students are busy exercising their creative muscles in this popular club! Mrs. Taylor

instructs in sewing, Mrs. Burgett shares her scrapbooking skills and materials, Mrs.

Stockin guides those wishing to learn the art of calligraphy, and Mrs. Davidson

teaches crocheting. The young people also spend time drawing, painting,

embroidering, and making origami. 

We have been working towards producing items for the Houghton University Arts and

Craft Fair. All proceeds will benefit the Academy and we look forward to having our

students interact with shoppers from all over the county. If you are local, please visit

our table!
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Athletics Update

Houghton Academy wins the Section 5 Class D2 title with the sweep, unseating
a two-time defending champion Elba team

Working their way through Sectionals, Houghton Academy Girls Volleyball (ranked 3)
played Fillmore (ranked 2) at Fillmore in the semifinals on 11/4/25.  The ladies won in
4 sets, electrifying their fans with a 27-25 comeback in the 4th set. 
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Next, they faced Elba (ranked 4) in the finals for D2 and won in 3 (25-21, 25-21, 28-
26). Senior Middle Hitter Julia Winkens led with 7 kills, 4 digs, and 1 ace. Senior
setter Ellie Brubaker had 20 assists and 3 digs. Senior Outside Hitter Emily Xie had 2
aces, 9 digs, and 5 kills. All three were named all-stars with Julia Winkens taking the
MVP of the tournament.
This was the first sectional title for Houghton Academy in 25 years. The girls have
worked hard, shown resilience, and bonded as a team. Although many seniors are
graduating, they have inspired a new group of players who will follow behind them. 
Houghton Academy was also given the Sportsmanship Award for the 2025 volleyball
season in Allegany County. Thank you to all the coaches, players, and fans for
reflecting Christ in words and actions!

Basketball fans, the basketball schedules can be found here
https://www.sectionvny.org/public/genie/783/school/6076/  
or by going to our website then click on More, then Athletics, then Game Schedule.
If you’re interested in fan gear check out bsnteamsports.com
Thanks,
Jeffrey Prentice
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Panther Profiles

Mrs.Fionah Nanungi Mulema is from Uganda and now lives in Houghton. She
is married to a kind Christian man and they have an 11-year-old son, a 9-year-old
son, and a 6-year-old girl. In her free time, Mrs. Mulema likes to be with her family
and also do research. She is currently finishing up her Masters degree. This is her
third year here at Houghton Academy. She teaches Algebra I and II, Biology, and
Chemistry.

What Mrs. Mulema loves about Houghton Academy is that she can talk about
Christ freely and that our ministry is to be Christ-like. The staff and students exhibit
Christ’s values. Mrs. Mulema also appreciates how good the students and curriculum
are. The students have a desire to learn and have a variety of chances to study.
Another plus is the small community that is involved in the school. 

Students like Mrs. Mulema’s labs but not the amount of homework she gives!
Her favorite non-class activity is still science-related: she enjoys working with kids in
Experimental Science Club. Mrs. Mulema’s words of advice are to “practice, be
intentional about learning, and ask thought-provoking questions.” Mrs. Mulema is a
great teacher.
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Meet the 8th Graders: Jazz Music, Potato Chips, and Zero Interest in Skydiving

If you have ever wondered what the 8th graders at Houghton Academy are really like,

here is the answer: they are funny, shy-but-not-really, animal-loving, and absolutely

not interested in skydiving. I tried interviewing all of them (I swear I did), but life

happened, school happened, and now I have three amazing students to introduce to

you: Celeste, Mark, and Peter, a really cute trio that perfectly represents the “we are

still figuring life out but we have strong opinions about food” stage of middle school.

Celeste, 13, from Belfast, describes school in her own creative way. She compares a

chaotic class to spaghetti and has an adventurous approach to food, enjoying

combinations like potato chips with ketchup. Her favorite place at school is Mrs.

Shultz’s classroom. Celeste values the kindness and friendliness of the Houghton

Academy community. She also believes that Chapel and the mix of students from

different backgrounds are what make the school special. If she were in charge of the

bell music, she would play jazz in the afternoons, very classy for an 8th grader. And

even though she claims she is not shy most of the time, just don’t ask her to go

skydiving. That is a very clear no. Celeste loves animals and already has four pets.

Then there is Mark, also 13, from Houghton, and absolutely committed to giving the

most simple, straight-to-the-point answers ever recorded in journalism. What food

would he add to the lunch menu? He “doesn’t know.” Weirdest food combo? He

“doesn’t know.” A class described as a food? “Nope.” But when he does know

something, he knows it well: his favorite classes at school are art, Bible, and gym.

What he appreciates most about Houghton Academy is its identity as a Christian

boarding school. If he could select the music for the bells, he would choose Christian

songs. Mark is shy, does not have a dream pet, and would also not be interested in
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skydiving. His calm and reflective perspective highlights a quieter but equally

important side of school life.

And finally, Peter, the 15-year-old from China, who is the definition of “I’m here, I’m

chill, and I’m not trying weird foods.” He would not add anything to the lunch menu, he

does not have any strange food combinations, and the class-as-food question got a

silent “no idea.” But catch him in the gym, his favorite spot on campus, and you will

see why he loves HA: the teachers are friendly, which is maybe the sweetest,

simplest compliment a school can get. Would he choose the bell music? No

preference. Dream pet? None. Shy? Yes. Skydiving? Absolutely not. And what makes

HA unique for him? “Good.” Short, simple, and honestly iconic.

Together, these three prove that the 8th grade is a special mix of kindness and

shy/short answers that somehow still make sense. They may not agree on food,

music, pets, or, well, anything… but they are part of what makes Houghton Academy

unique.

Donate here
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admissionsteam@houghton.academy

P: 585-567-8115

Our mailing address is:

9790 Thayer Street Houghton, NY 14744

Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe
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